
             

School’s out, the Class of 2013 has graduated, and summer is upon us! The trustees and staff of the Shaker Schools Foundation 
send congratulations to Shaker’s students, faculty, and staff for their dedication and hard work.  As you will read in the insert 
to this newsletter, the 2012-2013 academic year offers us much to celebrate.  
      The Foundation is proud to serve the Shaker Heights City Schools, and grateful to receive support from a generous com-
munity of donors.  Thank you for helping us to fulfi ll our mission to provide resources to enrich the educational experiences 
of Shaker’s students, and we wish you a very happy summer!
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 Huntington Bank and Shaker

At its Annual Meeting on June 27, the Shaker Schools Foun-
dation will recognize its outgoing trustees, Debbie Cowan, 
Sarajane Dolinsky, Derek Green, John Murphy, and Rob-
in Weaver.  And, the board will welcome its newest mem-
bers:  Joanie Adler, Pawan Divakarla, Dorothea Polster, 
Lisa Richardson, and Doug Wang.
       Joanie Adler and her husband Tom are 1958 Shaker grad-
uates.  She attended Wheelock College in Boston and trans-
ferred to the University of Wisconsin, earning a B.A. degree 
in elementary education in 1962.  Joanie taught fi rst grade in 
South Euclid Lyndhurst for four years before she and Tom 
started their family, all of whom are Shaker graduates (Peg-
gy, 1984; Sally, 1986; Bill, 1988).  In 1981, after attending 
the Cleveland Institute of Art, she began Adler/Berick, Inc., 

  Welcome New Members!

   The Shaker Schools Foundation is pleased to salute its 
   2013 Corporate Sponsors  

  Benefactors:  Cleveland Clinic; FirstMerit Bank;
   Forest City; Hahn Loeser + Parks LLP; Huntington 
   Bank; Tucker Ellis LLP

  Patrons:  Arminius Foundation; Benesch;  Hogan 
  Transportation; KeyBank; Squire  Sanders; 
  Ulmer & Berne LLP  

  Fellows:  Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield; 
   Calvetta Brothers Floor Show; C.P. Braman & Co., 
   Inc.; DDR; Ellen Seguin Design; Kaiser 
   Permanente; Liberty Ford Solon; Neville Architects;  
   Northern Trust; Penske Cleveland; Shout!;
   Thompson Hine LLP; Thorman  Hardin-Levine;
   Wojcik Builders Inc.

Huntington National Bank is making a signifi cant and mean-Huntington National Bank is making a signifi cant and mean-
ingful investment in the Shaker Schools through a special ingful investment in the Shaker Schools through a special 
agreement with the District and the Shaker Schools Founda-agreement with the District and the Shaker Schools Founda-
tion to provide educational funding over a fi ve-year period.  tion to provide educational funding over a fi ve-year period.  
Beginning this year and continuing for four subsequent years, Beginning this year and continuing for four subsequent years, 
Huntington has agreed to be a major contributor to the District; Huntington has agreed to be a major contributor to the District; 
to support to support A Night for the Red & WhiteA Night for the Red & White as a Benefactor Spon- as a Benefactor Spon-
sor of the Shaker Schools Foundation; to match qualifying sor of the Shaker Schools Foundation; to match qualifying 
contributions to the Foundation; and to serve as the District’s contributions to the Foundation; and to serve as the District’s 
and the Foundation’s primary bank.and the Foundation’s primary bank.
      Throughout the fi ve years, a number of donations to the       Throughout the fi ve years, a number of donations to the 
Foundation have the potential to be doubled through a one-to-Foundation have the potential to be doubled through a one-to-
one match from Huntington.  For more information, contact one match from Huntington.  For more information, contact 
the Foundation at 216-295-4329.the Foundation at 216-295-4329.

The Shaker Schools Foundation was pleased to be among the The Shaker Schools Foundation was pleased to be among the 
organizations hosting a special public reception for organizations hosting a special public reception for Mark Mark 
FreemanFreeman on May 28.  We joined the District, City of Shaker  on May 28.  We joined the District, City of Shaker 
Heights, PTO Council, Shaker Heights Teachers’ Association, Heights, PTO Council, Shaker Heights Teachers’ Association, 
Ohio Association of Public School Employees, and Local Ohio Association of Public School Employees, and Local 
200 in celebrating Dr. Freeman’s 25 years as Superintendent 200 in celebrating Dr. Freeman’s 25 years as Superintendent 
and 46 years as a District employee. Please visit shaker.org/and 46 years as a District employee. Please visit shaker.org/
foundation to view photos of the event.foundation to view photos of the event.
       If you wish to honor Dr. Freeman’s service to Shaker,        If you wish to honor Dr. Freeman’s service to Shaker, 
please consider making a gift to the Mark Freeman Fund of please consider making a gift to the Mark Freeman Fund of 
the Shaker Schools Foundation.  Your tax-deductible donation the Shaker Schools Foundation.  Your tax-deductible donation 
can be sent to the Foundation at 15600 Parkland Drive, Shaker can be sent to the Foundation at 15600 Parkland Drive, Shaker 
Heights, OH  44120.  To use a credit card, please call the Heights, OH  44120.  To use a credit card, please call the 
Foundation at 216-295-4329 or visit Foundation at 216-295-4329 or visit shaker.org/foundation.shaker.org/foundation.

  Hail to the Chief!

Proudly supporting the Shaker Heights Schools 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation.

photo on the back



Visit www.shaker.org/foundation, call us at 216-295-4329, or like 
us on Facebook.   To receive this newsletter via email, please send 
your address to wang_h@shaker.org.

Kathy Jones, President
Chris Auginas, Executive Director
Sue Starrett, Director of Development
Cathy Mitro, Development Associate
Holly Wang, Development Associate

 Take a Seat -- Make a Gift

Shaker Schools Foundation
15600 Parkland Drive
Shaker Heights, OH  44120
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  We Love a Parade!  News of Note
 Welcome New Members, continued   Make a Gift

Follow us on Facebook

which represented artists and sold their work to businesses and 
homes for 21 years.  She serves on the advisory board and is a life 
trustee of Family Connections and volunteers weekly with canine 
companion, Bart, in the playroom at Shaker Family Center. 
        Pawan K. Divakarla and his wife (Sarah Merchant Divakarla, 
SHHS 1988) are the parents of two boys, ages 10 (5th grade at 
Woodbury) and 8 (2nd grade at Onaway).  Pawan earned a mas-
ter’s degree in civil engineering from Georgia Tech.  He works as 
a marketing process manager at Progressive Insurance, and spends 
much of his free time volunteering at Onaway.
      Dorothea Polster is a 16-year Shaker resident.  She and her 
husband Michael (SHHS 1973) are the parents of Zack (SHHS 
2010) and Jake (SHHS 2013).  Dorothea has been an active PTO 
volunteer and also served as PTO President at Mercer, Shaker Mid-
dle School, and the High School.  She is a trustee for the Ohio Girls 
Golf Foundation, member of MacDonald’s Women’s Health Lead-
ership Council, and volunteer at Suburban Temple Kol Ami.  Doro-
thea has worked as a certifi ed public accountant, business lawyer, 
and business owner/executive and now is CEO of TorqHoist, Inc., 
a specialty material handling equipment distributor.  Her hobbies 
include tennis, scuba diving, and fi tness classes.    
       Lisa Nersesian Richardson has worked as a corporate banker 
at organizations including KeyBank and Ernst & Young, and more 
recently as an administrator at Phycal.  She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in marketing and economics from Boston College and an 
M.B.A. from New York University.  Lisa has been very active in 
the PTOs at Mercer, Woodbury, and the Middle School, and has 
served as registration co-chair for the Red & White.  She also has 
held leadership positions with Shaker Heights Cub Scout Pack 61, 
Boy Scout Troop 662, and St. Gregory Armenian Church.  Lisa 
and her husband Sean (SHHS 1980) are the parents of John, Lena, 
and Christopher.
     Doug Wang is a retired Senior Vice President of The North-
ern Trust Bank and served as portfolio manager for the Shaker 
Schools Foundation from 1999 to 2011.  Doug and his wife Holly 
(an active volunteer for the schools and part-time employee of the 
Shaker Schools Foundation) live in the Boulevard area.  Three of 
their children are Shaker graduates, and Mia is a junior at the High 
School.  Doug received his A.B. in mathematics from Kenyon Col-
lege and a M.S.M. in fi nance from the Sloan School at MIT.  He 
is an offi cer of Cleveland Social Venture Partners, chair of the St. 
Luke’s Foundation board, and a member of the Rainey Institute 
board.  Doug volunteers as a coach of the High School’s women’s 
softball team. 
       New offi cers for the 2013-2014 fi scal year are Steve Goldfarb, 
President; Rick Hubbard, First Vice President; Joan Ball, Sec-
ond Vice President; Craig Stout, Treasurer; and Robin Johnson, 
Secretary.  
     The Foundation is also pleased to welcome Robin Weaver to 
the Advisory Committee.  Robin is an attorney in the litigation 
department at Squire Sanders.   His wife Valerie teaches English 
at the Shaker Middle School, and their three grown daughters are 
Shaker graduates.  Robin earned his bachelor’s degree at Ohio 
State University and his law degree at the University of Michigan.  
He is a fellow of both the American College of Trial Lawyers and 
the International Society of Barristers.  He was a Shaker Schools 
Foundation trustee from May 2008 through June 2013.

            

  For More Information

The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and grate-The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and grate-
fully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   Please fully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   Please 
note the following options.note the following options.
• Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) • Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) 
through a contribution to the Foundation.   Unless you request through a contribution to the Foundation.   Unless you request 
otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of your otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of your 
gift) with the teacher (s).   Please mail your check to the Foundation gift) with the teacher (s).   Please mail your check to the Foundation 
or call 216-295-4329 to make a credit card gift.or call 216-295-4329 to make a credit card gift.
•  The Foundation encourages graduates, parents, employees, and •  The Foundation encourages graduates, parents, employees, and 
friends to consider a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, friends to consider a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, 
trust, or other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the trust, or other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the 
long term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We long term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We 
invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  
•  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Auditorium, •  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Auditorium, 
perhaps in tribute to a member of the class of 2013, or a special perhaps in tribute to a member of the class of 2013, or a special 
Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in their honor, Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in their honor, 
in your own name, or in the name of other family members, friends, in your own name, or in the name of other family members, friends, 
or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating class. Each endowed seat or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating class. Each endowed seat 
has its own nameplate, and one seat can be named for $500. has its own nameplate, and one seat can be named for $500. 

Mark Freeman greeting a few of the more 
than 300 guests at his retirement reception.

The Shaker Schools Foundation’s 2012 Annual Report is The Shaker Schools Foundation’s 2012 Annual Report is 
  now available online at   now available online at www.shaker.org/foundation.www.shaker.org/foundation.


